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1COR. iv. 1. 


LET A MAN SO ACCOUNT OF US, As OF THE | 
* MINISTERS OF CHRIST, AND STEWARDS OF 
' THE MYSTERIES OF GOD. 


T is with particular pleaſure that I embrace 
| 4 the opportunity, which has at length oc- 
| curred, of ane myſelf to you, from this 
place. 
Other neceſfary engagements, in which 1 
* have been occupied, have occaſioned the delay; 
| to which T may add, that I was leſs deſirous 
of appearing in the pulpit, here, till ſuch time 

as I ſhould be enabled to go on, with fome 
degree of regularity and uninterruption, in this 

part of the duties of my Me, amongſt you 
an office, my Brethren, which I can conſci- 


B eentiouſly 


( 2 3 
entiouſly aſſure you I have undertaken, not 


on account of the ſecular emoluments annexed 


to it, but altogether for the means, with 
which I am hereby furniſhed, of perſonally diſ- 


charging, at leaſt in a very great degree, the 


_ paſtoral functions in my own proper Pariſh. 
In evidence of this, I need only mention 
that, in order to my being placed here, I have 


relinquiſhed a benefice ®, at a conſiderable | 
_ diſtance from this City, where, for the ten laſt 

years, although, in conſequence of my other 

+ occupations, I could reſide but a fourth 


part of my time, 1 have happily maintained, 


through Gov's bleſſing, that harmony, and 
good underitanding, with my Pariſhioners, | 


which are eſſential to the comfort of a 


Paſtor, and to the edification of his people. 


| I am now fituated, through the goodnets 
of him, whoſe never-failing providence ordereth 
all things both in heaven and earth, where, moſt 


probably, I mall remain, till the: arrival of that 


* The Redtory of Mepal with the Vicarage of Sutton 


annexed, in the Iſle of Ely. 
+ As Secretary to the Society for. 9 renting Chri tian 
Knowledge, and Lecturer of St. Mary Iſlington. 


day, 
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day, when I pray Gop I may be admitted to 
* enter into the joy of our Lord; and, that 


both your ſpiritual benefit, and my happineſs, 


may be the reſult of this event, I am ex- 


tremely anxious to obtain your good will, and 
your ready acceptance of my miniſtrations. 
When we conſider what are the great ob- 
. jects of the chriſtian miniſtry, and the nature 
of its duties—how cloſely interwoven are 
religion and happineſs —and how vexatious 
and ſhort-lived are concerns, that are merely 
_ worldly, it will clearly be perceived that the 
relationſhip, ſubſiſting between a Paſtor and 
his Flock, is of the moſt endearing, intereſting 
nature, and that they are, or ought to be, 
united together, by the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
indiſſoluble ties. By this ſpiritual alliance, 
the Paſtor's intereſt is really bound up with 
that of his People; and, in ſeeking their wel- 
fare, he conſults his own. A mutual obliga- 
tion is brought upon both parties: one one 8 © 
bound to fidelity and diligence, and the other 
to reſpect and attention. 
It is poſſible that theſe fit TOR may more 
effetually be impreſſed upon our minds, if 
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we e oeraficn, from the text, to conſider 5 


—the Dignity of their office, who are © the | 
ö Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the 4 
=_ Myſteries of Gop :”—the duties, to which 
that ſacred office engages them :—and, the 8 9 
obligations of the e amongſt whom they 8 ! 
miniſter. 
| ; Relative to what I ſhall . upon theſe 15 \ 
. 5 1 
* topics, I think proper to obſerve, that, ſhould 4 
| © it o happen that any of you think differently 5 8 
| 3 from myſelf, I hope that difference of ſenti- I 
| ment will not be the occaſion of a ſtanding 1 1 
| prejudice againſt my perſon, or my future la- 1 
bours; that it ſhould be remembered, that 8 
both you and I are fallible; and that I aſſure 8 
ö you I ſhall advance nothing but what I verily 2 
believe myſelf, after much thought, and con- 
q N 5 
| On the firſt topic, propoſed for Peda . l 
| ey namely, the Dignity of heir 
| office, who are © the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Ho p 


| Stewards of the Myſteries of Gob, —it will 
f be pertinent to premiſe, that they are not the 
| C reatures, or mere Servants, of the State. 
The ſecular honors, with which the 
| was. 4 are inveſted, and the legal ſecurity they 
| have 


Have for the payment of their revenues, ori- 


+) 


ginate in the kindneſs, and proceed from the 


indulgence, of the State. Theſe honors and 
_ theſe rights, however, are quite diſtinct from 
the ſpiritual commiſſion, which they bear, for 
the adminiſtration of our Lord's proper 


kingdom. They have no neceſſary connexion 


with it: they ſtand merely on the ground of 
human law : whilſt the ſpiritual commiſſion, 0 
or office, of the Miniſter ! 18 altogether derived 
from a different ſource. There is, in the ſa- 
5 cred character, ſomewhat : more divine, than 
can belong to the mere hired Servants of the 


State : there is ſomewhat, which the Poten- 


tates of the Earth, can n neither give, nor r take - 
away. 


Nor is it to be ſuppoſed, that the 150 7 


the People are veſted, legitimately, with the 
power of conferring a right to adminiſter 
ſpiritual things, 1 in the Church of Chriſt. I 
am aware that the Sectaries, of moſt denomi- 
nations, plead for this power ; and, the per- 

| ſons, who miniſter before them, are doubtleſs 


their delegates. Their office i is the i invention 
of the human brain ; and their power is that, 
| 83 which 


1 ) 


which the people pleaſe to give them. Such 


a ſpurious, ſpiritual adminiſtration as this, 


however, the Church had not heard of, in her 


primitive and pureſt times. It was the leaven 
of a more modern æra: it had its grand preva- 


lence, if not its riſe, in this Kingdom, when 
anarchy rode triumphant, on the ruins of our 
civil and eccleſiaſtical conſtitution; and the 
doctrine, at this moment, prevails chiefly, if 
not altogether, with thoſe, who long to ſee 


_ that anarchy revived among us. 


The dignity of the ſacred miniſtry has then 
Wbt origin. They, who, legitimately, 
miniſter in "Pititusl things, are neither the 
creatures of the State, nor the delegates of the 
People. They are © the miniſters of Chriſt, 
and” Zherefore © ſtewards of the myſteries of 
Gop.” The prophet Malachi informs us 
that, of old, © the Prieſt was the meſſenger 


of the Lord of Hoſts *; and, in reference to 
the ſame idea, St. Paul tells us, that he was 
received as the © Angel,” or Meſſenger, 
„of Gop, even as Chriſt Jeſus T himſelf 


* Malachi ii. 7. + Gal. iv, I4 


had 


4. 


T9 
had been. As my Father hath ſent me, 
ſaid our Lord to thoſe whom he ordained, 
« fo ſend I you *: and, © lo, I am. with 
you always, even unto the end of the world * 
Accordingly, when the jewiſh Sanhedrim, 


who acted by the authority of the Romans, 
impriſoned the Apoſtles, and © commanded 


them not to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the 


name of Jeſus T; they replied, they had 
a commiſſion from Gop to preach the Goſ- 
pel, which muſt be obeyed at the utmoſt peril _ 

of their ſouls, and which no human power 
could ſet aſide. Whether it be right, in 

the ſight of Gop, to hearken unto you 
« more than unto Gov, judge ye I," fad 
thoſe intrepid and venerable men. 


The fame Miniſtry ſtill exiſts, by a lineal 
and regular ſucceſſion ; and it is perpetuated 


now, as it was in the firſt ages, by the impo- 


ſition of epiſcopal hands; and, as long as the 
Society, or Church, of Chriſt ſhall endure, 
Which will be © to the end of the world,” 


* John xx, 21. + Matt. xviii. 20. f Acts iv. 18. 


I Adds iv. 19. 
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EE BY 
his duly commiſſioned Miniſters will remain, to 
« make diſciples in all nations,” and to act 

s © Stewards of the myſteries of Gop. “ 
Mere ſuch reflections as theſe duly attended 
to, the nature of the chriſtian miniſtry x would 


* Whoever is deſirous of accurately inveſtigating the _ f 
ſubject of the chriſtian miniſtry, (and it is a ſubject that, WW _  « 
in theſe times eſpecially, claims the attention of the Laity, „ 

no leſs than that of the Clergy,) would do well to peruſe 
ſuch writings as the judicious Hooker's & Eccleſiaſtiſa! 
Polity” — —Abp. Potter's « Diſcourſe of Church Govern- « 
ment” and a Tract lately publiſhed, under the Title of ol 
An Eſſay on the Church, 7 Log ſold by Robinſons, in . 1 
|  Pater-nofter Row. „„ 
1 The conflitution and uſe of the Churel of Chri iſt is 2 x 
i 106 ſubject, on which our principles, for ſome years paſt, £ 
l have been very unſettled, and our knowledge precarious | 
N cc and ſuperficial. Ignorance is dangerous here, becauſe C 
i there are ſo many, whoſe intereſt it is to flatter us in it, 
[ « and take advantage of it. The definition of the Church, x 
| « contained in our Articles, was purpoſely leſs definitive 
1 cc than it might have been, to avoid giving farther offence MI. - 
« to thoſe whom we rather wiſhed to reconcile, but it 
& does not appear that the Church hath gained any thing . 
þ « by its moderation; it hath rather loſt, becauſe in virtue 6 
| of that moderation, it hath been pleaded againſt us, c 
: that eccleſiaſtical unity maybe diſpenſed with, and that "i 
l « all 


ES 


all 


(9-3 


be much better underſtood, than uſually it is; 


and there would ſurely be fewer to depreciate | 
the office of the Miniſter. 


In 


all our differences in i this matter are only problematical 
and immaterial. 


0 But ſalvation is a gift of grace; that i is, it is a free 


gift, to which we have no natural claim. It is not to 
be conceived within ourſelves, but to be received in 
conſequence of our Chrittian calling, from Gop him- 


ſelf, through the means of his ordinances. Theſe can 
no man adminiſter to effect, but by Gop's own appoint- 


ment; at firſt, by his immediate appointment, and after- 


wards, by ſucceſſion and derivation from thence, to the 
cc end of the World. Without this rule, we are open to 
impoſture, and can be ſure of nothing; we cannot be 
ſure that our Miniſtry is effective, and that our Sacra- 


ments are realities. We are very ſenſible the ſpirit of 


Diviſion will never admit this doctrine, yet the ſpirit of 
Charity muſt never part with it. Writers and teachers, 
who make it a point to give no offence, treat theſe 


things very tenderly; but he, who in certain caſes, gives 


men no offence, will for that reaſon give them no in- 
ſtruction. Light itſelf is painful to weak eyes; but de- 
11 ghtful to them, when grown ſtronger, and reconciled to 


it with uſe; and he who was inſtrumental in bringing 
them to a more perfect ſtate of viſion, though leſs ac- 
ceptable at firſt, may yet, for his real kindneſs, be more 
cordially thanked afterwards, than if he had made the 


« eaſe 


„35 


In times, indeed, when ſo many are at- 


tempting to degrade the Gop of our ſalvation, 
it is not to be wondered, that the office of his 
Miniſters ſhould be thought lightly of; and, 


they are then eſpecially called upon, not only 


EE to aſſert his divine dignity, but alſo, aſter the 
example of St. Paul, to cc magnify their 
office .. 


Among ſuch : as entertain true views of the 


- chriſtian miniſtry, it is natural to expect a 


veneration for the Miniſter. They, indeed, 
| who can believe the Clergy to be no other 
than the creatures of the State, or the ſer- 
vants of the Congregation, deputed and hired 


& eaſe and ſafety of his own perſon the meaſure of his duty. 


« It is by no means evident, that the Church hath ever 


recommended itſelf the more, by receding from any of 
« its juſt pretenſions. Generoſity obliges and ſecures a a 
e Friend; but an enemy conſtrues it into weakneſs; and 
« then, it never does any good. Yet the adverſaries of 
the Church of England have always been perſuading 


N to make the experiment, and have promiſed great 
« things from it : with what views, it cannot be difficult 


©. to diſcover,” See the truly apoſtolical Charge of the 
venerable Biſhop Horne, to the Clergy of Norwich, in 


1791 : ſold by Robinſons i in Pater-noſter Row. 
* Rom. xi. 13. 
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py them to do their buſineſs, may reaſonably 
be expected to ſlight them, and be led to a 

contempt even of ſound doctrines, ſo meanly 
recommended. But, others, who conſider a 
Clergyman, as the miniſter of Chriſt,” a 
«© meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts,” will vis 
a value for his character, that will not fail to 
give weight to what he ſhall deliver; and, the 
regard, paid the repreſentative, is done, in 
reality, to the perſon, whom he repreſents: 
He that heareth you,” ſaid Chriſt to his 
Clergy, « heareth me; and he that deſpiſeth 5 
0 you, deſpiſeth me; and he that deſpiſeth 
4 me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me *. 


When, therefore, St. Paul ſaid, Let a 


man ſo account of us, as of the miniſters 
« of Chriſt, and ſtewards of the myſteries of 
„ Gop,” and thereby intimated that a vene- 
ration and reſpect were due to that office and 
character, he meant not to proven himſelf, 
but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord +,” to whom 
that veneration ſhould ultimately be paid. 


The true dignity of the office of the Mini- 


ſters of Chriſt, appears then to conſiſt, not in 


the worldly rank, or wealth, to which, by the 


* Luke x. 16. 1 2 Cor. iv. 5. 
5 piety 


5 ) 


tian ſtates, ſome of them may happen to be | IF ; 
advanced; but, in the ſpiritual commiſſion, F? 
with which they are inveſted, in the concerns 1 
K man's ſalvation, and in the relation they = c 
bear to the great Head of the Church. 
« Gop hath committed unto us the word of 5 

« reconciliation : now then we are Ambaſ- "2 

« ſadors for Chriſt, as though Gop did be- : 
« ſeech you by us; we pray you, in Chriſt” 8 0 


ſtead, be ye reconciled to Gop *.” > 


Unlike the Dignities of the World, which ; 
are, generally ſpeaking, exonerations from * 
labour, the office of the Miniſters of Chriſt 1 
binds them, by the ſtrongeſt ties, to a life off ( 
eſpecial circumſpection, and to induſtry in 1 
their ſacred calling. 5 

2. The duties, to which he ſacred office 9 
engages them, was the next if ing propoſed 8 
for conſideration. £ 
What forcibly ſtrikes the moſt ſuperficial 5 

animadverter, upon the ſubject, is, that an 1 «© 
exemplary, perſonal Holineſs is the leading, t 


* 2 Cor. v. 19, 20. 
charac- 


EP - 
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1 


characteriſtie obligation of Chriſt's Miniſters. 
Thou, which teacheſt another, teacheſt 


«* thou not thyſelf? thou, that preacheſt a 


„ man ſhould not ſteal, doſt thou ſteal ? 


% Thou, that ſayeſt a man ſhould not commit 


73 


 * adultery, doſt thou commit adultery? thou, 
« that abhorreſt idols, doſt thou commit 


5 facrilege x? Argumentation, of this ſort, 
is level to all capacities; and, Gop forbid that 


N we ſhould not acknowledge the juſtice thereof, 5 
in its ſtrongeſt point of view. 


Unholineſs of conduct, in the Miniſter, does 


not indeed, of itſelf, vacate his miniſtry, nor 
Hinder the effect of the ſacraments, as our 


Church teaches, in her XXV 1th. article of 


religion; but, it is a ſtumbling- block to 


unbelievers, and to ſuch as are not well- 
grounded in the Faith. It cauſeth the name 


of Gop to be blaſphemed—it brings the 
fouleſt diſcredit upon the Church of Chriſt 
and will always tend to leſſen the effect of the 
moſt pertinent, and the beſt framed, exhor- 


tations. It is, therefore, freely acknowledged 


Rom. ii, 21, 22. .- 


to 
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to be the duty of Chriſt's Miniſters, to exhibit, 
in their own temper and conduct, a portrait of 
| the chriſtian life. 
” To this, ſhould always be annexed, an eſ- 
pecial affection for the people of their charge. 

Every time a Clergyman looks on his con- 
gregation, it ſhould be with tender emotions 
of love, and an anxiety for their everlaſting 
intereſts. He ſhould view them, as the ran- 


ſomed of Chriſt's blood, whom the great 


ſhepherd, that © laid down his life for the 
8 ſheep *, *,” has committed to his care. 
In proportion as he is impreſſed with theſe 
ſentiments, his official duties will become his 
pleaſure, and he will diſcharge them, not 
only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience | 
« hat NY e 
A conſtant and a reverend performance of 
the ſeveral liturgical offices, will be his de- 
lightful taſk ; and, in ſuch performance, he 


will appear to be, becauſe he verily is, in 


earneſt, He will duly and regularly admini- 
ſter the Sacraments Chriſt hath ordained in his 


* John x. 15. 
Church ; 


(.15 ) 


Church; and he will endeavour, as far as may be, 


that all thoſe circumſtances * of adminiſtra- 


tion be attended to, which are enjoined in the 
eccleſiaſtical rubrics, and which have fo 
manifeſt a tendency to maintain a reverence 

for holy neee 


In 


* ] cannot help adyerting, here, to a practice that 


greatly prevails, among the wealthier Inhabitants of Lon- 
don, and ſome other places, of inviting the Clergy to ad- 
miniſter the Sacrament of Baptiſm, at Home, by the Form 


appointed to be uſed in the Church. It is extraordinary | 


that a practice ſo indecorous, ſo irreverent, and ſo directly 
contrary to the preſcri ption of the Rubric, ſhould have be- 
come prevalent. 


Baptiſm is a facred Rite, of Chritt's own appointment, 
for the ſolemn admiſſion of perſons. into the Society of 
Chriſtians. Where then can this Rite be %% properly 
performed, as in the place dedicated to Gop, for holy uſes; 


_ eſpecially when we conſider that the Church has appointed 
2 Form altogether adapted to ſuch place, and which Form 
cannot, without great impropriety, be uſed in any other? 


In caſe of dangerous indiſpoſition, the eſſential parts of 


this Sacrament may be adminiſtered, in a private Houſe, 
by a form appointed for that purpoſe; but, afterwards, the 
Child is directed to be brought into the Church, to be re- 


ceived into the Congregation of Chriſt's Flock, and for 


the performance of the remaining ſolemnities. 


I muſt here make it my particular and very earneft requeſt 


| to my Pariſhioners, that they will do me the favor atten- 


Aren 
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will be to declare unto his Charge, from time 
to time, the whole Counſel of Gop*.” He 


will aim at that perſpicuity of language and 


method, which may beſt tend to inſtruct ; and 


at ſuch argument, carneſtneſs, and animation, a 
as may be likely to perſuade. Above all, re- 
collecting himſelf to be the Miniſter of 


. Chriſt, fi and that 4 Steward 1s to be 


„found faithful +,” he will by no means be 


ſatisfied with the delivery of mere ethical 
maxims, but he will preach © the truth, as 
it is in Jeſus f. 
able opportunities of aſſerting the Divinity of 


his bleſſed Maſter; and of teaching the ne- 


ceſſity of Faith in the adorable Trinity. He 
will“ ſet forth che original Corruption of the 


tively to peruſe the 3 in the Book of Common- 
Prayer,relating to the adminiſtration of Baptiſm—that they 
will reflect upon the obſervations here made—and that 
they will oblige me by a willingneſs to bring their Chil- 


_ dren, for Baptiſm, to the Church-Font; where, I ſhall | 
always be happy chearfully to attend them, at whatever 5 


hour they ſhall be pleaſed to appoint. 
* Act. xx. 27. +1 Car. iv. 2. 1 Th. iv. 21. 
| «© human 


In his capacity as a Preacher, kis objelt 


He will embrace all ſuit- . 


„„ 
human Nature; our redemption, according 
« to GOD's eternal purpoſe in Chriſt *, by the 
« Sacrifice of the Croſs; our ſanctification 
« by the influences of the divine Spirit; the 
1 * inſufficiency of our own good Works; and 
the efficacy of faith to Salvation ; and, he 
will be careful to maintain that doctrine, re- 
ſpecting the deſign and effect of the Sacra- 
ments, which the Scriptures, together with 
our Liturgy Þ + and Articles, Il teach. 
On 


* Eph. ii. 11. 
+ See Abp. Secker's firſt Charge, to the Clergy of the 
Dioceſe of Canterbury. 
A Sacrament is an outward 304 viſible fi g of an 
©« inward and ſpiritual Grace, g given unto us, ordained by 
„ Chriſt himſelf, as a means whereby we receive thegfame, 
cc and as a pledge to ure: us thereof.“ ” 
CarTtcnism. 
CY « Sacraments ordained of Chriſt be not only Badges, 
« or Tokens of Chriſtian Men's profeſſion: but rather 
[ they be certain ſure Mitneſſes, and effeflual Signs of 
Grace, and Gop's good Will towards us, by the which 
c he doth work inviſibly in us, and doth not only quicken, 
80. but alſo ſtrengthen, and confirm, our Faith in him.“ 
ART. xxv. 
2 Baptiſm is not only a ſign of profeſſion, and mark of 
ce difference, whereby Chriſtian x men are diſcerned from 
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* others that be not n but it is al. 2 fan of 


Regeneration, or new Birth, whereby, as by an Inſtru- 


cc 


"TW 1 
On the foundation of ſuch doctrines, he 


will raiſe his ſuperſtructure of duties; and 
_ enforce © Holineſs, without which no man 
% ſhall fee the Lord *. This Holineſs, as 
at reſpects Gop, our neighbour, and ourſelves, 
be will particulariſe, and inculcate, as oppor- 
tunities and occaſions ſerve ; not Or when 


ment, they that receive Baptiſm ri ghtly, are grafted into 5 


the Church: the promiſes of the forgiveneſs of ſins, 


and of our adoption to be the Sons of Gop by the 


Holy Ghoſt, are viſibly ſigned and ſealed ; faith is. con- 
firmed, and grace increaſed, by virtue of prayer to God: 


The. Baptiſm of young Children is in any wiſe to be 
refained in the Church, as moſt agreeable with the wy 


inſtitution of Chriſt,” * 


* XXVII. 


. The Supper of ths Lord i is not only a fign of the 


Love that Chriſtians ought to have among themſelves 


one to another; but rather is a Sacrament of our re- 


demption by Chriſt's death: inſomuch, that to ſuch as 
cc 


rightly, worthily, and with faith receive the ſame, the 


e bread which we break, is a partaking of the Body of 


cc 


cc 


Chriſt; and likewiſe the Cup of bleſſing is a partaking 
of the Blood of Chriſt,” 


AzT. xXXVIII. 
. Heb, xii, 14. 


need 


4 a9 4) 


need ſo requires, to branch out the minute 
circumſtances of duty, and to exhibit the 


meaſures of chriſtian obedience. 
Theſe particulars he will enforce, by mo- 
tives peculiarly chriſtian; which ſome of our 


beſt Divines have ſuppoſed to be © the only 


motives *,” with which the chriſtian mini- 
Ker is tern; and which certainly are the 
only motives, by which religious duty can be 


effectually enforced. And, while the neceſ- 

ſity of univerſal Holineſs is thus urged, he 
will equally urge that of our being © found in 
« Chriſt; not having our own righteouſ- 

« neſs, which is of the Law, but the righ- 
e teouſneſs which is of Gor by faith +. ed? 


To the riſing generation, catechetical In- 


ſtruction, in the nature of our baptiſmal en- 
| gagement, and the principles of the chriſtian 


faith, is of the utmoſt importance; and to 


this circumſtance, the Miniſter of Chriſt will 
find it neceſſary to direct his attention, in a 


* See Biſhop Horſley 8 excellent Charge to the Clergy 


of the Dioceſe of St. David's, in 1790. 


+ Philip. iii. g. 
Cz: degree 


6 


degree ptoportionate to the exigence of his 
particular Flock. The prejudices of theſe 
times, I am aware, operate forcibly, againſt | 


the good old practice of ſending youth to be 


publickly catechized, in the Church; and, in 


the Metropolis eſpecially, there are other im- 


pediments againſt the obſervance of this eccle- 
fiaſtical order; fo that, unfortunately, the 


Practice here! is almoſt extinct &. 


Laſtly, The faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, 


equally removed, in his deportment and con- 


verſation, from the moroſeneſs of the cynic, 
and the levity of the thoughtleſs, will endea- 
your to render himſelf, and his miniſtrations, 


5 acceptable to the people of his Charge, by his 


aflablity | and condeſcenſion » — by being 


* The duty, however, of ele obſerving that their 


children be able both to repeat, and to underſtand the Ca- 
techiſm,, reverts more forcibly upon Parents; who ſhould 


recollect, that if young perſons be not inſtructed in © the 


Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt,“ they will ſcarcely 


de profited by the beit Diſcourſes they may happen to 
hear—they will be very liable to be driven about by any 
blaſt of falſe Doctrine —or, they will grow up, with the 
diſpoſition of Gallio, and &“ care for none of theſe things.“ 


5 gentle. 


I 


tt gentle to all men, apt to teach, patient, 
in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppote 


« themſelves * —by ſhunning no intercourſe 


that is innocent, and tends to cultivate har- 
 mony—by endeavouring, as far as may be, to 
make ſuch occaſional intercourſe turn to edi- 
fication and, by doing all the good in his 
power: To which we ſhould ſubjoin, that 2 
he will be particularly happy to preſeribe, at 
the bed of languiſhing, the healing een 5 
ef the Goſpel, for the awakening of the 
Sinner, and the conſolation of the Saint. : 
Thus, I have pointed out, in that ſummary 85 
Way, which ſuits the brevity of a Diſcourſe of 
this fort, the DUuT1Es, to which © the Mini- 
i ſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſte- 
« ries of Gop, are engaged. Their office 
being of divine inſtitution, the duties annexed 
to it are bound upon them by the Founder of 
the Church; and, it follows, that 


3. There are correſponding Duties to be 


| looked for, on the part of n amongſt 


whom they miniſter, 


F 2 Tim. Th 245 25. | 
It 


( wm 9 
lt muſt be obvious to every unbiaſſed 
mind, that the ſacred character of a Mi- 


4 niſter of Chriſt,” challenges reſpec from, 
thoſe, who profeſs. themſclves to be Chriſt's 
diſciples. Upon this ſubje&, I have already py 
touched, and it is not neceſſary, at preſent, to 
add much to what has been advanced. We 
ve beſeech you, Brethren,” ſaid St. Paul to. 
the Theſſalonians, © to know them which 
labour among you, and are over you in the 
Lord, and admoniſh you; and to eſteem 
« them very highly in love, for their works 
*« fake *. Unleſs men have ſome antece- 
dent EVP to the character of him that 
_ ſpeaks, they will hardly pay a proper atten- 
tion, or entertain a ſuitable regard, to what he 
Hays. It is therefore of the utmoſt. conſe- _ 
quence, that the office, and character, of a 
Chriſtian Paſtor, be looked up to, with vene- 
ration ; and that no o prejudice mathe him be 


haſtily taken up. 


Ihe next Cirtackſlence of 3 on the 
part of the people, is attendance upon their 


22 Theff, v. 12, 13. 3 
— : miniſtra- 


a 


1 


2 


(4) 


miniſtrations. It is from © the Stewards of 
Chr;/t's Myſteries” alone, that his Sacraments | 
are to be had; and it is only in communion 
with hem, that Chriſtians can publickly, and 


focially, obſerve the other ordinances of the 


Goſpel. © The Prieſt's lips ſhould keep 
os Knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek the Law 
% at his Mouth.” © The Miniſter of 
« Chriſt” is the Meſſenger of the Lord of 
« Hoſts *, and he is ordained purpoſely to 


“ preach the Word ; which can imply no 


leſs than that the people ſhould attend, and 
give ear to his preaching. He is not only to 
tell them what they knew nothing of before; 1 
but he is alſo to “ ſtir up” their minds, : 
and © put” them in remembrance gs” 
They, who boaſt of their knowledge, to ex, 
euſe their attendance upon the word preached, 
have as much occaſion as any to be taught. 


They do not ſufficiently conſider preaching as 
the ordinance of Gov, inſtituted to miniſter 


4 See unto the Hearers | * 7 and therefore 


* Mal, 1. 7 4 2 Tim, iv. 2. 1 2 Pet. i. 12, 13. 
1 Eph. iv. 29. | | | 


that 


3... þ 


that men of greater parts, and more learning, 


than the duly authoriſed Preacher, need not 


be aſhamed to attend his miniſtry. Gop's 
Grace is to be found in the ways he has 
pointed out; and, if they be ſuperciliouſly 


neglected, that Grace will be looked for in 
vain, | | 


Another duty incumbent upon chriſtian 
Believers, is to afford a competent mainte- 
nance to © the Miniſters of Carifts”:= 4 Do 
yer not know, that among the Fes, they 
ec which miniſtered about holy Things, lived 
te of the Things of the Temple? And they 
Which waited at the Altar, were partakers 
7M with the Altar? Even fo hath the Lord 


„ ordained, that they which preach the 


“ Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel *. * i 
places, where the wiſdom and piety of Legiſla- 


ture hath ſecured a legal maintenance to the 


«© Miniſter of Chriſt,” individual Chriſtians 


have only, with chearfulneſs, to pay the 


allotments ſeverally demanded of them; but, 
where no ſuch legal proviſion has been made, 


: F 1 Cor, 1X, I 3, 14. ? 
that 


hat 


00000 


Tag ) 


that Scripture ſhould be called up to the re- 


collection of the People, which faith, © Thou 


* ſhalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out 


„ 


* the corn; and the Labourer is worthy of 
cc his reward: For our fakes, no doubt, this 


« is written, that he that ploweth, ſhould 


2. 8 plow 1 in hope ; - and that he that threſheth 
in hope, ſhould be partaker of his hope . 


The laſt Duty, J ſhall mention, is that of 


= prayer for © the Miniſters of Chriſt.” a 
Paul faid to his theſſalonian converts, 5 
> finally, Brethren, pray for us +.” The 


miniſtry they have received is a treaſure,” 


which they © have in earthen veſſels 2: 
Their charge is a weighty one—their = 5 


are narrowly watched, and their haltings 


noticed the temptations that are common to 
man, aſſault hem—and they have therefore 
eſpecial need of the good wiſhes and prayers 


of the faithful, not only that they may ſave 


their own ſouls, but alſo that they may be 


more effectually inſtrumental in forwarding the 

ſalvation of thoſe, committed to their care. 

2 Cor, ix. 11. + 2 Thefl, iii. 1. + 2 Cor. iv. 7, 
og I have 


Bk. 10 
I have now gone through what I propoſed, 
I have briefly pointed out the Dignity of their 


office, who are the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 


% Stewards of the Myſteries of God” — The 

Duties, to which that ſacred office engages 
them—and, the Obligations of the e 
among whom they miniſter. 

This I have done principally to ſhew you 


what is my ſenſe of the engagements, under 
which I am brought, in the relation I no- w- 
bear to you; to which, I will only ſubjoin an 
aſſurance, that it is my carneſt deſire, enen | 


Goy' s help, to fulfil them. 
Let me, then, my Brethren, hope this the 


aſſiſtance of your prayers, and for the gratifi- 5 
cation of your encouragements, that J may be 


enabled, amongſt you, at leaſt in ſome degree, 


chearfully to fulfil the miniſtry, whereunto ! 


am appointed. Let me have the ſatisfaction 


of ſeeing the ſervices performed in this Houſe 


of Gon, regularly frequented by thoſe pecu- 
larly related to it; and, let me intercede with 


5: Governors of Houſcholds, that they will di- 
rect their Domeſtics hither, 


Thu 85 


i} 


Thus, let us © take ſweet counſel together, 


„ and walk in the Houſe of Gop, as 
2.7 Friends *. 5 Thus, let us be © building 


* up ourſelves, on our moſt holy Faith +;” 


learning how. we all * ought to walk, and to 


« pleaſe Gop I; and, abounding more and 


more in that ſcience "wane maketh us 
_« wiſe unto ſalvation . Let us enter upon 


the new year, which Gon, in mercy, hath 


vouchſafed us, with theſe good purpoſes, and 
f chriſtian reſolutions ; and, if he ſhall ſee fit 
to continue us, in this world, to the end of it, 
may we have to recollect that ſuch purpoſes | 
and reſolutions have not been blotted out of 
our remembrance! Re 


Now unto him, who alone can | keep us 


from falling, and preſent us faultleſs before 
c the preſence of his glory, with exceeding 
joy; to the only wiſe Gop our SAviouR, 
* be glory and majeſty, dominion and power, 
60 both now and ever. Amen 8. 


Paal. liv. 9. + Jude 20. 1 1 Theſſ. iv. x. 


2 Tim. iii. 15. S Jude 24, 25. 
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